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full his own weakness as a creature and learn his
sole dependence on his Creator. In the burning heat
of Africa and India I have watched with deep
sympathy this discipline of the human spirit and
admired the fortitude of those who were ready
in this way to subdue the body and keep it in
subjection.
No interested observer who has travelled widely,
as I have done, in the East can fail to be impressed
by the great part which Islam has played over a
large part of the earth's surface, bringing men out
of mere tribalism into a greater brotherhood wherein
all races are equal. General Gordon, a most single-
hearted Christian, maintained more and more, as he
grew older, an attitude of reverence for the fervour
and sincerity of the creed which made God so real
to the children of men.
While I lived at Delhi, the capital of the old
Moghul Empire, I saw at its highest point the
dignity of Islam. The Jama Masjid in the heart of
the city was not only impressive by its architecture,
but also by its thousands of worshippers who
answered the call to prayer. It was my good fortune
to make intimate friendships with Musalmans of
the older generation such as Maulvi Nazir Ahmad
and Munshi Zaka Ullah, and also of Hakim Ajmal
Khan who was about my own age. They represented
Arabic culture at its very best.
This enabled me fully to appreciate Islam before
I came m contact with the leaders of Hinduism at
a later date. Thus I was singularly fortunate on